5-Day Study Guide

Soil & Seed | What’s the Condition of Your Soil?

Speaker: Pastor Chad Everett
Main Passage: Mark 4:1-20

Sermon Overview

In Mark 4, Jesus tells the parable of the sower and the soils. The seed—the Word of
God—never changes, but the condition of our hearts determines whether it grows and produces
fruit. Pastor Chad challenges us to examine our heart’s soil, repent where needed, and make
room for God’s Word to flourish.

Why This Study?

This study will help us see how vital the condition of our heart is in receiving God’s Word. By
slowing down, opening our Bibles, and letting Scripture reveal truth, we develop a foundational
rhythm of Christian living. Digging into this parable encourages us to build a lifestyle of daily
Bible reading, repentance, and sowing God’s Word faithfully—even when we don’t feel like it.

How to Use This Guide

As you walk through this study, make it your goal to build the habit of opening your Bible each
day and reading the passages for yourself. The Word of God is the foundation of Christian
living, and learning to go directly to Scripture is how we anchor our lives in truth. Let the Bible be
the first voice to answer the questions, and then take time to connect what you read to your own
life and experiences. This guide is designed to serve you whether you're studying alone, with
your family, or in a Roads Group, but the power comes when each of us is in the Word for
ourselves. Each day concludes with a simple Application Step—don’t skip it. These are
opportunities to take what God has revealed and begin practicing it, so the Word doesn't just
stay on the page but becomes planted in your heart. The questions and application steps
provided are here to help you dig deeper into the sermon and the topic, but don’t let them limit
you. Allow Holy Spirit to guide you into asking other questions, exploring new insights, and
discovering fresh ways you can apply God’s Word in your daily life.




Day 1 — The Seed and the Soil

Overview: The seed is always good. The condition of our heart determines whether it grows
and produces a harvest.

Scripture: Mark 4:3-8

Quote (Pastor Chad):
“The problem is not the seed. The problem is the heart the seed is sown into.”

Discussion Questions:

e New Christians: What do these verses show us about God’s Word? Why is it important
to know the seed is always good?

e Mature Christians: According to this passage, what determines whether God’s Word
produces fruit in us? How have you experienced this in your own walk?

e Jr. & Sr. High Students: Looking at the four soils, which one do you think most
describes your heart right now? Why?

e Families with Young Children: After reading this passage, ask: What happens when
we plant seeds in good dirt? How can our hearts be like good dirt for God’s Word?

o Families with Teenagers: What does this parable teach us about how different people
respond to God’s Word? How can you prepare your heart to be good soil?

Application Step:
Pray together: “Lord, make my heart good soil for Your Word.” Write down one way you will
make space for His Word today.

Day 2 — Hearing with Ears to Hear

Overview: True hearing means listening with our heart, not just our ears. Transformation
happens when we apply the Word.

Scripture: Mark 4:9-12

Quote (Pastor Chad):
“If there’s no spiritual application, there’s no spiritual transformation. It’s only a cool story.”

Discussion Questions:

e New Christians: Why does Jesus say, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear’? What
does this tell us about how we should listen?



e Mature Christians: In this passage, what is the difference between hearing and
understanding? How can you guard against hearing without applying?

e Jr. & Sr. High Students: What does it mean for you to “have ears to hear” when you
read or listen to Scripture? How can you practice that this week?

e Families with Young Children: After reading this passage, ask: What do our ears do?
How can we use our ears to listen to God with our heart?

e Families with Teenagers: According to these verses, what happens if we only hear the
surface of the parable? How can you make sure you're truly hearing what God is saying?

Application Step:
Before opening your Bible today, pray: “Holy Spirit, give me ears to hear.” Write down what He
shows you.

Day 3 — Repentance Is Necessary

Overview: Forgiveness is available, but Jesus teaches that without turning to Him, sins are not
forgiven. Repentance is an invitation to freedom.

Scripture: Mark 4:13-20; Acts 3:19

Quote (Pastor Chad):
“Repentance is not legalism. Repentance is necessary.”

Discussion Questions:

e New Christians: According to these verses, why is repentance required for forgiveness?
What does turning to Jesus look like for you?

e Mature Christians: How do these scriptures show the relationship between hearing the
Word and repentance? How can you practice repentance as an ongoing lifestyle?

e Jr. & Sr. High Students: Why do you think Jesus connects true understanding of the
Word with turning (repentance)? How does that challenge you?

e Families with Young Children: After reading Acts 3:19, ask: What does it mean to say
“'m sorry” to God? Why do we need to change direction when we follow Him?

e Families with Teenagers: What does this passage show about the danger of hearing
the Word but not turning? How does repentance bring freedom instead of shame?

Application Step:
Pray Psalm 139:23-24 aloud. Write down any areas where God shows you that you need to
turn and repent.



Day 4 — Just Keep Sowing

Overview: We don’t wait to feel it—we keep sowing God’s Word faithfully, and in time it
produces fruit.

Scripture: Mark 4:14; Galatians 6:8-9

Quote (Pastor Chad):
“Stop waiting to feel better to sow what God says. Just keep sowing. Be like Dory: just keep
sowing.”

Discussion Questions:

e New Christians: According to these passages, what are we called to sow? Why should
we keep sowing even when we don't feel like it?

e Mature Christians: What do these verses teach about sowing and reaping? How does
this encourage you to stay faithful?

e Jr. & Sr. High Students: What promise does Galatians 6 give if you don’t give up? How
does that motivate you?

e Families with Young Children: Read Galatians 6:9. Ask: What happens if a farmer
stops watering? How is it like stopping reading God’s Word?

e Families with Teenagers: According to these verses, what happens if we quit sowing?
What’s one area in your life where you need to “just keep sowing”?

Application Step:
Pick one verse today. Read it out loud three times and keep it with you all day as a seed you are
planting in your heart.

Day 5 — Guarding Against the Wayside Heart

Overview: The Word cannot take root in a heart that is too busy and distracted. God calls us to
make Him our priority.

Scripture: Mark 4:15

Quote (Pastor Chad):
“The seed is good. My heart is too busy. God is saying, ‘I’'m coming for your wayside heart. |
need time. | need priority.””



Discussion Questions:

e New Christians: What does Jesus say happens to the Word on the “wayside”? How can
you guard your heart from becoming like that?

e Mature Christians: How do these verses warn us about busyness and distraction?
What steps can you take to prioritize God’s Word daily?

e Jr. & Sr. High Students: What are the “wayside” distractions in your life? How can you
set aside time for God in the middle of them?

e Families with Young Children: Read Mark 4:15. Ask: What happens if a seed falls on a
road? Why can't it grow there? How can we keep our heart soft for God’s Word?

e Families with Teenagers: How does busyness crowd out God’s Word in your life? What
does this passage say about making God your priority?

Application Step:

Schedule 15 - 30 minutes today with no phone, no TV, and no distractions—just you at the feet
of Jesus. Families: choose one time this week to turn off devices and read the Bible together.
What if you made this a regular practice, building on the time you are able to sit with Jesus with
no distractions?

Bonus Reflection of the Week

Soil Check: Which One Am 1?

As you've studied the parable of the sower, you've seen how the same seed produces
different results depending on the soil. Jesus makes it clear: the Word of God is powerful,
alive, and consistent—but the condition of our heart determines the harvest.

Take time this week to reflect honestly:

e Wayside Soil — Am | too busy, distracted, or hardened, letting the Word bounce off
instead of sink in?

e Stony Soil — Do | get excited at first but fall away when life gets hard because there’s no
depth?

e Thorny Soil - Am | allowing worries, riches, or desires to choke out God’s Word in my
life?

e Good Soil — Am | making space for God daily, letting His Word take root, and producing
fruit that lasts?



Reflection Question for Everyone:
After reading Mark 4:1-20 again, which soil best describes your heart right now? What steps
can you take to prepare your heart to be “good soil” this week?

Challenge:

Write down one specific action you will take to clear the “weeds,” break up the “stones,” or slow
down the “busyness” so that God’s Word can grow strong roots in your life. Share this with a
trusted friend, family member, or your Roads Group and invite them to walk with you in
accountability.

Family Bonus Reflection

The parable of the soils isn’t just for individuals—it’s for families too. When parents and kids talk
about God’s Word together, the soil of everyone’s heart is strengthened. Take time this week to
gather as a family, open your Bibles, and use the reflection ideas below. These are simple ways
to help children and teens connect the message of Jesus to their everyday lives and to
encourage your family to become good soil together.

Families with Young Children

e Heart Drawing: Give each child a paper heart. Divide it into four sections and label them
“Wayside, Rocks, Thorns, Good Soil.” Let them draw or color what they think each heart
looks like. Then ask: Which heart do you want to have?

e Quiet Minute Challenge: Set a timer for 60 seconds. Everyone sits quietly and thinks
about Jesus. Afterward, share one thought or picture you had. Connect it to making

room in our hearts for Him.

e Prayer Together: “Jesus, help our hearts be like good soil where Your Word can grow.”

Families with Teenagers

e Distraction Inventory: Together, make a list of the “thorns” (distractions, worries,
busyness) that fill your family’s schedule. Ask: Which of these could we trim back to
make more room for God’s Word?

e Open Bible Conversation: Re-read Mark 4:13-20. Each family member picks the soil
they most relate to right now and explains why. Talk about how the family can encourage
each other to be “good soil.”

e Family Commitment: Choose one intentional time this week (like after dinner or before
bed) where the whole family pauses screens and spends 10 minutes reading Scripture
and praying together.






	5-Day Study Guide 
	Soil & Seed | What’s the Condition of Your Soil? 
	Sermon Overview 
	Why This Study? 
	How to Use This Guide 
	Day 1 – The Seed and the Soil 
	Day 2 – Hearing with Ears to Hear 
	Day 3 – Repentance Is Necessary 
	Day 4 – Just Keep Sowing 
	Day 5 – Guarding Against the Wayside Heart 
	Bonus Reflection of the Week 
	Soil Check: Which One Am I? 
	Family Bonus Reflection 
	Families with Young Children 
	Families with Teenagers 




